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Instructions for Cantharidin (“Blister Beetle Juice”)


1. Keep the treated areas covered with a band-aid or tape.  This will prevent getting the medication on any unwanted skin area or eyes.

2. The treated skin usually blisters within 1 to 4 hours.  You should check the areas about every hour to look for blister formation.

3. Once a blister is present, all the treated areas should be thoroughly washed with soap and water.  If you do not remove the chemical, further blistering will occur.  If blistering has not occurred at 4 hours go ahead and wash off all areas.

4. For treatment of the blister sites, cleanse daily with an antibacterial soap and apply Polysporin Ointment and a band aid.

5. At the first treatment only a few lesion are treated as a “test” to make sure the child does not have a severe reaction to Cantharidin.  If a severe reaction does occur (large blistering, intense redness, swelling and pain), please call the office.  Another treatment option will have to be used. 

